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Funding Opportunities
WaterSMART

• Title XVI Water Reclamation 
and Reuse

• Cooperative Watershed 
Agreement Program

• Drought Response
• Water and Energy Efficiency 

Grants
• Small-Scale Water Efficiency 

Grants
• Water Marketing

Water Conservation Field 
Services Program

• Water Management and 
Conservation Plans

• System Optimization Review

• Design of Water Management 
Improvements

• Demonstration of 
Technologies



Terms
• Cost Share

• Amount on non-federal dollars required
• Includes in-kind costs such as labor and equipment use
• Most programs require 50-50 cost share

• Eligible Applicants
• WaterSMART: States, Tribes, water districts, cities, and other 

local governmental entities with water delivery or management 
authority

• WCFSP: Reclamation districts and districts with connections to 
Reclamation projects



Cooperative Watershed 
Management Program Phase I

• Watershed Group Development
• Up to $100,000 in Federal funding

• No cost-share required
• Completed within two years
• Results in a Watershed Restoration Plan

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Idaho: Boise River Enhancement Network



Cooperative Watershed Management 
Program Phase II

• Watershed management projects
• Established watershed groups only
• Up to $100,000 in Federal funding
• Completed within two years

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Idaho: Boise River Enhancement Network



Drought Contingency Planning
• How will we recognize the next drought in the early 

stages?

• How will drought affect us?

• How can we protect ourselves from the next drought?
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Presentation Notes





Drought Resiliency Projects
• Increase the amount/reliability of water supplies

• Improve water management and increase operational 
flexibility

• Provide benefits for fish and wildlife and the 
environment

• Make water supplies more resilient to drought and 
climate change

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Idaho: South Board of Control (expand pump site on Snake River), Shoshone-Bannock Tribes of Fort Hall (modeling)



WaterSMART Grants
• Funding Opportunity Announcements available now

Program Opening 
Date

Closing Date

Water and Energy Efficiency Grants 3/19/2018 5/10/2018
Water Marketing Strategy Grants 3/19/2018 7/17/2018
Small-Scale Water Efficiency Projects 3/19/2018 7/31/2018



WEEG Project Goals
• To conserve and use water more efficiently
• Increase the use of renewable energy and improve energy 

efficiency
• Protect endangered and threatened species, facilitate 

water markets
• Carry out other activities to address climate-related 

impacts on water or prevent any water-related crisis or 
conflict. 



WEEG Example Projects
• Canal lining and piping
• Irrigation flow measurement and municipal metering 
• SCADA and automation
• Landscape irrigation measures
• Hydroelectric power systems

Presenter
Presentation Notes
One applicant could submit multiple applications. However, no more than $1 million will be awarded to any one applicant under this FOA.

Don’t have to have all cost share in hand, but will need ‘assurances’ that cost share is coming.  



WEEG FY18 Funding Tiers
• Funding Group I

• Up to $300,000 in Federal funds
• Project should be completed within two years of award

• Funding Group II
• Up to $1,000,000 in Federal funds
• May take up to 3 years to complete project
• No more than $500,000 in Federal funds provided in a single year

Presenter
Presentation Notes
MORE PROJECTS ARE AWARDED AT THE $300K LEVEL.  YOU CAN APPLY FOR MULTIPLE PROJECTS AT THE $300K LEVEL, BUT COMBINED THEY CANNOT EXCEED $1M.  



Small Scale Water Efficiency Projects
• Replacing implementation category of Field Services
• $75,000 maximum in federal funding with $200,000 project 

ceiling
• 50/50 cost-share funding
• Simpler application than the WEEG
• Projects to be completed within 24 months



Small Scale Water Efficiency Projects
Eligible Projects
• Canal lining and piping
• Municipal metering
• Irrigation flow measurement
• SCADA and automation
• Landscape irrigation measures

Ineligible Projects
• Operations, Maintenance, and 

Replacement (OM&R)
• Title XVI
• Water purchases
• Pilot projects
• Water marketing
• Modeling



Water Marketing
• Conduct planning activities to develop a water marketing strategy 

to establish or expand water markets or transactions
• Outreach and partnership building
• Planning activities
• Associated pilot activities
• Develop water marketing strategy document

• Two funding tiers
• $200,000 within two years
• $400,000 within three years



Environmental & Cultural Resources 
Compliance: WEEG and SWEP
• All projects will require compliance with the National Environmental 

Policy Act (NEPA) before any ground-disturbing activity may begin. 

• Applicable environmental, cultural, and paleontological resource 
protection laws and regulations

• Compliance costs are an allowable project cost and may be cost-
shared.
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Presentation Notes
IF A DISTRICT IS LIKELY TO PROCEED WITH THE PROJECT WHETHER OR NOT THEY RECEIVE THE WEEG, CONSIDER GETTING THE COMPLIANCE DONE EARLY.  IF A CONTRACTOR IS USED, RECLAMATION WILL NEED TO REVIEW THE CONTRACTOR’S FINDINGS BEFORE ISSUING A NOTICE TO PROCEED.   BE SURE AND ADD AT LEAST  THE MINIMUM 2% OF PROJECT COSTS INTO THE BUDGET NARRATIVE FOR COMPLIANCE COSTS.  

Compliance is an allowable project cost and can be cost-shared.  It is removed from the total grant amount.  For instance, a $300,000 grant with an estimated 5% compliance cost  ($15,000) would have the grant agreement written to show $300,000 minus $15,000, or $285,000.  If compliance costs are less than the amount withheld, the remainder will be added back to the grant funds.  So, if only $13,000 of the $15,000 was used to complete compliance, the remaining $2,000 would be returned to the grant, so the total available to the recipient for the project would be $287,000. 






Denver

WEEG SWEP Drought CWMP

Josh German Robin Graber Darion Mayhorn Avra Morgan
jgerman@usbr.gov rgraber@usbr.gov dmayhorn@usbr.gov aomorgan@usbr.gov

(303) 445-2839 (303) 445-2764 (303) 445-3121 (303) 445-2906

Area Office Regional Office

Brian Sauer Leah Meeks

Snake River Area Office Pacific Northwest Region Office

Hydraulic Engineer Water Conservation Program Coordinator

bsauer@usbr.gov lmeeks@usbr.gov

(208) 383-2282 (208) 378-5025
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