
2020 Surface Water Predictions

Forecasting in the time 
of Corona!



Tamarack Baldy



February Precipitation 
Lowest Recorded!



March 1, 2020 April 1, 2020



Snow Water Equivalent = 
Amount of Water in 

Snowpack

April 2020 Big Wood SWE is 78% of 
the median, and in overall 28th

percentile

The amount of water in the snowpack 
is 22% below median



Big Wood Precipitation

April 2020 Big Wood precip is 66% of 
the average, and in overall 8th

percentile

The amount of precip so far is 34% 
below average



Snow Water Equivalent = 
Amount of Water in 

Snowpack

April 2020 Little Wood Wood SWE is 
71% of the median, and in overall 31th

percentile

The amount of water in the snowpack 
is 39% below median



Little Wood Precipitation

April 2020 Little Wood precip is 60% 
of the average, and in overall 5th

percentile

The amount of precip so far is 40% 
below average



April Precipitation Forecast

Within 33% above average 
precipitation forecasted -

barely???



April Temperature Forecast

50%  - 60% below average 
temperatures predicted



Great Nordic Skiing!!!

(Ron Abramovich humor)



March Surface Water   
Supply Index

Agricultural water shortages likely for 
Big Wood above Hailey and Big Wood 
combined

Little Wood close to agricultural water 
shortages



April Surface Water   Supply 
Index

Agricultural water shortages likely for 
Big Wood

Little Wood close to agricultural water 
shortages



50% Exceedance 
Probabilities

Little Wood ab High Five ~ 50% ag

Little Wood nr Carey ~ 46% avg

Big Wood at Hailey ~ 51% avg

Big Wood above Magic ~ 27% avg

Camas Creek ~ 18% average

50% exceedance = 50% likelihood that 
this volume (KAF) will be met 

Reservoir Levels Good!



50% Exceedance 
Probabilities

Little Wood ab High Five ~ 36 KAF

Little Wood nr Carey ~ 37 KAF

Big Wood at Hailey ~ 130 KAF

Big Wood above Magic ~ 48 KAF

Camas Creek at Blaine ~ 15 KAF



Magic Reservoir



Little Wood Reservoir



Big Wood Priority Date Predictions

• SWSI Most Recent Similar 
Water Years – MARCH
• Big Wood = 2007

• Little Wood = 2008

2007bw_ab_magic 3/24/1883 7/17/2007

2007bw_ab_magic 10/14/1884 7/2/2007

2007bw_ab_magic 6/1/1886 6/26/2007

2008sc_lw 3/24/1883 10/1/2008

2008sc_lw 10/14/1884 8/28/2008

2008sc_lw 6/1/1886 8/18/2008



2007 District 37 Book Priority Cuts 

Date Priority Date of Priority Remarks

Cut Made  

June 22, 2007 May 15, 1892

June 25, 2007 June 12, 1886

June 26, 2007 May 15, 1885

June 28, 2007 October 15, 1884

July 2, 2007 August 1, 1884

July 3, 2007 July 10, 1884

July 9, 2007 May 2, 1884  

July 10, 2007 March 24, 1883   75% cut of 3/24/1883

July 17, 2007 March 24, 1883 100% cut of 3/24/1883

August 17, 2007 August 1, 1882

                             2007 PRIORITY CUTS

                           BIG WOOD RIVER ABOVE MAGIC RESERVOIR

         WATER DISTRICT 37



2007 District 37 Book Priority Cuts 

Date Priority Date of Priority Remarks

Cut Made  

  

May 31, 2007 May 1, 1887

June 26, 2007 August 15, 1886

August 14, 2007 April 15, 1883

         WATER DISTRICT 37

                          BIG WOOD RIVER BELOW MAGIC RESERVOIR



2008 District 37M Book Priority Cuts 
                                    SILVER CREEK & LITTLE WOOD RIVER

Date Priority Date of Priority Remarks

Cut Made  

July 3, 2008 May 15, 1890

July 8, 2008 June 1, 1889

July 15, 2008 May 27, 1899 Cottonwood Right

July 31, 2008 April 1, 1888

August 18, 2008 April 1, 1886

August 28, 2008 May 15, 1884

September 9, 2008 April 1, 1884

September 15, 2008 September 1, 1883 50% cut of  9/1/1883

September 23, 2008 September 1, 1883 Reinstate 9/1/1883

          WATER DISTRICT 37M



Stay Safe!


